Why intervene in primary school (rather than high school)?
According to the Education Statistics 2013 published by the Department of Basic
Education South Africa the majority of South Africa’s learners attending ordinary
school education can be found during the primary school phase. The Western Cape
shall be used as an explicit example, which is illustrated in the following graph.

Figure 1: Education Statistics 20131

Figure 2 demonstrates this circumstance too, but adds the view on the learners’
gender. This graph shows that even most of the female students attend school during
primary education in Western Cape and South Africa.

Figure 2: Education Statistics 2013-Gender2

Therefore intervening with the Boxgirls projects in primary schools in (Khayelitsha)
Western Cape means to reach most of the girls during South African students' whole
1
2

Department of Basic Education 2015:19
Own representation based on Department of Basic Education 2015:10

school education. This fact implies a lot more than only having the chance to get in
contact with most of the girls or students attending school. The Department of
Education South Africa defines early childhood development as “the processes by
which children from birth to nine years of age grow and thrive physically, mentally,
emotionally, morally and socially.”3 This reveals that this period of a children’s life is
the crucial phase where the foundation for a prospective successful learning during
the schooling system is developed.4 Consequently appropriate education concepts
during this time “prepare children for adulthood, providing them with the necessary
opportunities for social, cognitive, spiritual, physical and emotional development.”5
In conclusion intervening in existing problems during primary school education refers
not only to encourage the kids for the moment but also to prepare them for their
fundamental future.
Boxgirls aims to support the learners with difficult school issues. So it is important to
have a closer look at South Africa’s school system. One of its biggest challenge is the
teaching language. As English is mostly not the learners' first spoken language
primary schools’ lessons are often taught in the home language of the school’s
district.6 This circumstance causes two main problems for the students. First, the
mother tongue education lacks, as mathematical terms frequently cannot be
translated into these African languages or the expressions are uncommon and
unknown by the students. Therefore the kids often have to use the English
expressions.7 Thus teaching and supporting the children in English from the
beginning of schooling helps them to deal with these home language problems as
early as possible. Also especially in view of the second challenge South Africa’s
pupils who don’t speak English as their first language have to face: From Grade 4
English is one of the two main teaching languages.8 Studies reveal that these
students often have insufficient English skills. Insufficient proficiency in English often
impacts problems in learning and hence great difficulties for the children’s future
education in general.9 Researches ascertained that students “speaking African
languages had very bad English language proficiency as compared to other second
language learners. […] Above all, children need to be encouraged to read in their
leisure time, but they also need to be given opportunities to write in English and more
so than at present, so that they become familiar in articulating thoughts and
knowledge in English.”10 Summarized it can be stated that tutoring in English and
therefore generally intervening already from a younger age on helps South Africa’s
(or the Boxgirls’) learners to overcome or even prevent the depicted language
problems and to pave the way for a successful school education.
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